Skennen’ké:wa ken?
(Do You Carry Great Peace?) Lexicon
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Dish With One Spoon

A centuries-old treaty and legal agreement between the Haudenosaunee,
Anishinaabe, and allied nations that affirms a shared responsibility to care
for the land and its resources. The “dish” represents the shared territory,
while the “one spoon” reminds everyone to take only what they need and
ensure there is enough for future generations. The agreement also teaches
that there are “no knives” at the table, symbolizing peace and the commit-
ment not to harm one another. Today, the Dish with One Spoon continues
to guide conversations about environmental stewardship, reciprocity, and
treaty relationships.
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Haudenosaunee

Meaning “People of the Longhouse,” the Haudenosaunee are a confedera-
cy of six Indigenous nations: Kanien’kehd:ka (Mohawk), Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora. Their homelands extend across what is
now New York State, Ontario, and Québec. The Confederacy is governed
through the Kaianere’ké:wa (Great Law of Peace), an enduring constitu-
tional system founded on consensus, diplomacy, and collective responsibili-
ty. Haudenosaunee societies are traditionally matrilineal, with Clan Mothers
playing central roles in governance and community life.
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Hiawatha Belt

The Hiowatha Belt is the principal wampum belt of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy and serves as the visual record of the Great Law of Peace. Its
interconnected white symbols on a purple field represent the original five
nations united through peace while maintaining their distinct identities. The
Hiawatha Belt is extremely old, with oral traditions dating its origins back to
the 11th or 12th century, specifically around circa 1100-1190 CE, marking the
founding of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. More than a historical arti-
fact, the Hiawatha Belt remains a living symbol of Haudenosaunee unity,
governance, and nationhood.

510|O2tEl ¥ E Hiawatha Belt
SIO|OItEt WE = SO AL (WS CiFE5t= 2P HEO|X} 9|CHst Hale| M2 Ho| ==
AZA 7| S QLICE 2 "E = ZoF7| &2 0] B2t gl AL S 7|Sset mL|Ch
HE[M HIEH|| M2 O|0Zl 2lM ZF2 AWS X F AAst CHA |00 ZEXte| nRst FA|
HE FXIoHHM a2 StLt7t E[ASS LIEHHLICE 718 M S0f| (=™ SlO|OtetEt HES)
71212 NAI7] EE= 1247], RS 2= AM7| 100E=H0|A 1190 FEIX| HE&E 22tUL
Ct. O] A7|= S|l AWO| MIZE! IHE HoHEILICT. StO[OFRIEt HE &= Thast AAE R
=0| ofL[2}, L5H0l|t SO Ao AL oAt A HA|, HO|M2 M| HA|MHS Ho
_DF_h j§0|- ol AI-IIOIL_||:|.

= M- oo Hd -

Kaianere’ké:wa (Great Law of Pecace)

The Great Law of Peace is the oral constitution of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy. According to Haudenosaunee tradition, it united formerly
warring nations through principles of peace, consensus, justice, and shared
responsibility. The law is preserved through oral teachings and recorded in
wampum belts rather than written texts. As a living constitution, it contin-
ues to guide Haudenosaunee governance and diplomacy today.
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Kanien’kehd:ka

Meaning “People of the Flint,” the Kanien’kehd:ka are the easternmost
nation of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. Their traditional territories
include present-day southern Québec, eastern Ontario, and northern New
York State. Kanien’kehd:ka communities maintain strong cultural traditions
grounded in langucage, kinship, governance, and relationships with the land.
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Kanien’kéha

The language of the Kanien’kehdi:ka (Mohawk people), Kanien’kéha belongs
to the Iroquoian language family. Although classified as endangered, it has
experienced significant revitalization through community-led immersion
schools, language programs, and intergenerational teaching. Language is
central to Haudenosaunee knowledge, philosophy, and cultural continuity.
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Longhouse

The Longhouse is both a traditional Haudenosaunee architectural form and
a symbol of the Confederacy itself. The Haudenosaunee describe their na-
tions as living together within one symbolic longhouse, united by the Great
Law of Peace while retaining the autonomy of each nation. The Longhouse
also refers to contemporary ceremonial and community spaces where cul-
tural and spiritual traditions continue to be practiced.
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Matrilineal

Haudenosaunee society is matrilineal, meaning that family lineage, clan
identity, and many responsibilities are inherited through the mother’s line.
Clan Mothers hold important leadership roles, including selecting and re-
moving council chiefs, safeguarding community wellbeing, and ensuring
leaders uphold the responsibilities entrusted to them.
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Ohén:ton Karihwatéhkwen

Translated as “The Words That Come Before All Else,” this Haudenosaunee
Thanksgiving Address is recited to begin and conclude gatherings. Rather
than a prayer, it is an expression of gratitude acknowledging the people,
the earth, waters, plants, animals, winds, celestial beings, and the Creator.
The address concludes by affirming that “our minds are now one,” express-
ing the importance of shared respect and collective responsibility.
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Rematriation

Rematriation is the restoration of Indigenous lands, knowledge, cultural
practices, and relationships that have been disrupted through coloniza-
tion. Unlike repatriation, which often focuses on the legal return of cultural
belongings, rematriation emphasizes renewing reciprocal relationships
with the land and restoring Indigenous systems of care, responsibility, and
matrilineal knowledge. The concept highlights that cultural renewal ex-
tends beyond ownership to encompass living relationships.
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Skén:nen

A Kanien’kéha word meaning peace, balance, and wellbeing. Skén:nen is
more than the absence of conflict; it describes a way of living grounded in
harmony, respect, and right relationships with people, communities, and
the natural world. It forms part of the greeting Skennen’kdé:wa ken?—”"Do
you carry Great Peace?”
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Skennen’ké:wa ken?

Meaning “Do you carry Great Peace?”, this Kanien’kéha greeting asks not
simply how someone feels, but whether they embody peace, balance, and
responsibility in their relationships with others and the world around them.
The exhibition adopts this greeting as an invitation to reflect on peace as
an active practice, cultural continuity and an aspirational goal rather than
an abstract ideal.
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Tree of Peace

The White Pine is the central symbol of the Great Law of Peace. In Haude-
nosaunee tradition, its roots extend in the four directions, inviting all who
seek peace to gather beneath its branches. The Tree of Peace represents
unity, diplomacy, protection, and the responsibilities that accompany living
together in balance.
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Tuscarora

The Tuscarora are the sixth nation of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy,
joining in 1722 after migrating north from their original homelands in what
is now North Carolina. Their inclusion strengthened the Confederacy while
preserving the autonomy of each nation within the alliance.
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Wampum

Wampum are cylindrical shell beads woven into belts that record agree-
ments, laws, diplomatic relationships, and significant historical events.
Within Haudenosaunee cultures, wampum belts are not decorative ob-
jects or currency; they are sacred records that preserve legal, political, and
cultural knowledge and continue to play important roles in ceremonies and
governance.
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Language Note

This exhibition privileges Haudenosaunee and Kanien’kéha terms wher-
ever possible. English translations are provided as guides rather than di-
rect equivalents, as many concepts carry cultural, legal, and philosophical
meanings that extend beyond a single English definition.
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