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My main goal was to get out of my comfort zone and be confronted to new challenges. My initial plan was to attend the host institution in Paris. 
Since my native language is French and I visited the city a few times, I wouldn’t be a demanding experience. I chose my destination as the place I 
never thought of ever living. This is the time to choose a location that would never be on your bucket list. Not knowing German was a great factor in 
this decision. I didn’t really research on the actual school. My decision was based more on the location of the school. Also, being for the summer 
semester, it allowed me to complete a 2-month internship before I left. 

Meeting German locals was the most gratifying experience. I learned about their culture and history as well as a little of the language. School wasn’t 
really challenging. However it was a great place to meet people. The institution is proud of its many international students. In the English program, 
there wasn’t any Germans. Even the “local” students came from abroad. The friendships I made in school completely changed my experience. I ended 
up at the hospital on my first month. It is extremely important to have health insurance. You never know what can happen. I had to be followed my 
many specialists, so the insurance ended up being worth it. Also, most of the 

Since we know that were accepted to the host institution only a few months in advance, it’s not possible to apply for a Visa in advance. You can only 
apply when you arrive in Germany and you have three months to do so. The process isn’t very long. You just need a few documents that can be 
hard to find. However, the school is really helpful in this situation. In fact, they just need you to bring the specific documents to the international office 
and they take care of the rest. There are two rounds for this process. One at the beginning of the semester and one closer to the three-month limit. I 
strongly suggest to do it during the first round to have everything worked out before you travel or get into school work. 

The school provides a small pencil case with everything you need throughout the semester for the visual communication program. If you need further 
equipment, the school rents out computers or any other photography equipment. Modular at Moritzplatz is the best place in the city to get art supplies. 
Berlin is great for their pharmacy supplies. They have a wide variety of vegan options. 



The school doesn’t offer any airport pickup. I took an Uber to my apartment. It was about 25 euros. They are very frequent in Berlin. 

I arrived one week before the integration days. It was enough time to pick up a SIM card, settle down in my new place, walk around the city to get 
a better understanding of what is where, etc. The beginning of class was postponed of one week. I ended up have almost three weeks free before my 
first class. That was too long, however, I learned about it last minute. 

Two days were offered to the new international student in order to give us a better understanding of the city. We went through groceries, telephone 
companies, accommodations, insurances, etc. It also gives us the opportunity to meet the other students. 

Yes, the international office at BTK is extremely helpful. I would strongly recommend talking to Hannah from international.office.berlin@ue-germany.de

I rented out an apartment in between Kreuzberg and Mitte for two months just to be sure to have an accommodation at my arrival. After knowing 
which neighbourhood I wanted to live in, I looked into https://www.wg-gesucht.de. This website is used by most of Berlin residents who want to rent 
out their rooms or whole apartment. I lived in an apartment in Prenzlauer Berg for a month and another close for another two months.

Through the website it’s very easy to rent out a room or apartment for a short period of time. I strongly suggest to move around Berlin. It allows you 
to discover different places and lifestyles of the city. The school doesn’t really offer any help since the university doesn’t have any campus residences. 

Very low. The level difficulty was very weak.

20 hours

4 hours

—

2 hours

The teachers are always available after the classes. 
Offices hours aren’t really a thing in Germany. 

mailto:international.office.berlin@ue-germany.de
https://www.wg-gesucht.de


The school offer some field trips around the city. I participated in a few. The school also offers a “project week” where the students are offered to 
complete a project and received the necessary help from teachers. However, many international students decided to travel during that time. 

The library wasn’t a pleasant destination. However the computer labs were great. The rooms were always open and available for many hours. The 
macs were equipped with all the Adobe programs. A PC lab was also available for the business students. 

I had a lot of help from my parents. I’ve been saving for this experience for a few years now. Also, I received a grant from OCAD which covered 
more than my semester tuition. That helped a lot. 

The cost of living is a lot lower than Toronto. I ended up eating out most of the time cause it was cheaper than doing groceries. The rent is about 
the same. You can find a decent shared flat for about 500 euros. However, a coffee costs about 1 euro and beer is cheaper than water. 

1 euro = 1.57 Canadian dollars



March 7, 2018—August 28, 2018

I spent a lot less time at school than most of the local students. I spent most of my time visiting and travelling. 

grant covering the fees

$30

$1060 x 6 = 6360

included in rent

$40 x 6 = 240 
(unlimited German calls + 5G)

—

—

$120 x 6 = 720

$100 x 6 = 600

included in rent

included with school tuition

$150

family plan

covered by insurance 

$1300

$2000

$85

—

$11,455



Even if international students have the opportunity of taking a German class, I would strongly suggest to take a class in Toronto before leaving. My 
experience would have been more gratifying if I would have been able to communicate with Germans. They mostly speak “good” English, but there is 
always a language barrier.  

This is the best experience I ever had. Berlin was the right destination for me but it isn’t for everyone. You need to be very adventurous and open-
minded. 

Yes, a lot. My first few weeks, I hated it. I arrived to Berlin it was snowing and very cold. No one was outside. The town was desert. I also ended 
up at the hospital during that period and didn’t really know anyone to accompany me, so it was very lonely. After starting school, it became better. I 
met more people and spent a lot less time alone. The weather became a lot better too. It’s going to be harder to adapt to Germany than France or 
England but I think the outcome is greater. 

Not really. You have a few classes with local students but I never really felt a connection. I ended up spending all my time with the other exchange 
students since we all arrived to Berlin knowing no one. The integration days are the best moments to meet friends. I would strongly suggest attending 
and participating in all the activities.

The school work wasn’t really challenging. For example, for one class, the work load of the whole semester was the work load of one week at OCAD 
so that was pretty disappointing. On the other side, it gave me time to visit and travel during the weekends. 


