
Andre De Freitas 
Director, Financial Aid & Awards 
 
Andre De Freitas is the Director of Financial Aid & Awards at OCAD University. He 

entails over 15 years of progressive experience in the post-secondary education sector 

in financial aid and student services at various colleges and universities in Ontario. He 

holds a Masters of Education, a Bachelors of Business Administration and is also 

working towards his Doctor of Educational Leadership. Andre has been a Board 

member since 2015 and has been a strong voice for Management.  He is extremely 

interested in serving a final term with the Board to continue contributing to the future 

success of OCAD U.  

 
Elaine Gaito 
Manager, Sponsorship & Corporate Partnerships 

A proud OCAD graduate (AOCAD, 1999), I have extensive cultural sector fundraising 

expertise. Prior to joining the OCAD U Development team, I worked within the City of 

Toronto’s Economic Development & Culture Division, and helped deliver arts festivals 

such as Nuit Blanche Toronto and PANAMANIA Live. I’ve held management positions 

at leading contemporary art galleries and organizations, including The Power Plant, 

Mercer Union, and Canadian Art magazine. I’ve been told I have an uncanny ability to 

“connect the cultural dots” in order to intelligently align and execute multidisciplinary 

creative programming and revenue generation strategies with targeted communities and 

committed supporters. 

 
Alim Mawani 
Manager, Faculty of Design Office & Academic Budget Officer 
 
Alim is the Manager, Faculty of Design Office and the Academic Budget Officer. His 

primary responsibilities include managing the Academic budget for the department, 

while working with various other faculties on enrolment and budget planning models. He 

was selected to be part of the team to enhance Employee Engagement within the 

university. Alim has attained an MBA from the University of Leicester, has achieved his 

CMA/CPA designation and holds an Honours Bachelor of Business Administration 



degree from Wilfrid Laurier University. Alim is an active member of the Aga Khan 

Volunteer Corps of Ontario and is passionate about life-long learning. 

 


