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I a srnall Tlingit wvillage in 1992, newly converted members of an all-native church started a
bonfire of "non-Christian" items, including, reportedly, native dancing regalia. The burnings
recalled an earlier century in which church converts in the same village burned totem poles. This
book traces the years leading up to the most recent burnings and reveals the multiple strands of
social tension defining Tlingit and Haida life in Southeast Alaska today.
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