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faculty story 

When I arrived in 
the UK in 1997, 
my academic 
English improved 
much faster than 
my casual English 
since I did not hang 
out with my fellow 
students in a pub 

much but rather spent long hours a day 
eagerly reading the critical texts with 
thick English-English or English-Korean 
dictionaries. I had a priority to fully explore 
and enjoy the advantages of academic 
freedom, the critical inquiry, and liberal at-
mosphere that the new place offered me 
that I could never imagine back in Korea. 

Being a non-native speaker of English 
and finally making a career in the English 
speaking world was not an easy journey 
but was worth the challenge considering 
the lessons I have learned. Knowing more 
than one culture and one language gives 
you the advantage of a “double-eye” 
that allows you to be able to converse in 
cross-cultural perspectives from your own 
experience of exploring the differences. 
You can become better equipped to learn 
the ethical, pragmatic, and constructive 
ways of building an intellectual com-
munity around you beyond particularist 
prejudices and biases. Being a figure of 
difference can make you see the issues  
of otherness and tolerance more sen-
sitively; this has a wider implication in 
the equitable community building that our 
and other communities in the world are 
currently trying to tackle. 

At the same time I encountered a struc-
tural discrimination I had to overcome at 
the heart of reputable, multicultural, 

progressive, and liberal Goldsmiths Col-
lege where I studied towards my MA and 
PhD and also worked since 1998. (And 
it may exist even in our (un)conscious-
ness here today.) The head administrator 
discouraged me from applying to the PhD 
scholarship (given to only two PhD stu-
dents in the department) because I was 
an “international student” and reminded 
me that it had never been given to a non-
British student. 

If it was not for the whole-hearted support 
from two professors in the department 
who knew and valued my academic 
performance and contribution to the 
intellectual dynamic of the department, 
I could never have benefited from the 
scholarship. This was followed by my 
first teaching assignment in the English 
speaking world in Goldsmith’s Art History 
MA programme, which again would have 
never happened if it was not for their trust 
and support in my potential. An enlighten-
ing and spirited comment during a con-
versation came from professor Howard 
Caygill, who is a Kantian philosopher, 
English-German, and so-to-speak “white-
male” academic and who became my 
PhD supervisor. He said “not only you, we 
are all post-colonial.” This presented me 
a cosmopolitan spirit with such an acute 
historical consciousness that continues to 
inspire me today. 

Hard work, trusting oneself, being open, 
not being discouraged by prejudices, en-
joying the process rather than the result, 
are some important lessons I want to 
share with all future educators of cosmo-
politanism.

Soyang Park, Liberal Studies




