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Kinshasha Holman Conwill

Writer and critic bell hooks speaks of two houses from her childhood and of the pro-

foundly different effect each had on her concepts of acsthetics. The first was the home
of her beloved grandmother, a quiltmaker; the other was the hausc in which she lived

Hooks wrires:

My thinking about aesthetics bas been infirmed by the recognition of these houses: ane which
cultivared and celebraved an aesthetiv of exisience, rooted in the idea thas tio degree of material
Lack coseld keep ome from learning how to look ar the world with a critical eye, how to recognize
beauty. . .. Living in that other howse where we were so aewiely awire of lack, so conscions of
materiality, I could see in our daily life the way consumer capitalim ravaged the black poor.
nurtured in s a longing for shings that ofien subsumed our ability i recognize aesthetic worth

or value!

Hooks was harn and raiscd in the South, as were mast of the sclf-taught African-
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