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 AP MultiMedia Archive: offers over one million photographs from 1826 to the present 
(images are updated daily), tens of thousands of graphics, audio files dating from the 1920's, 
and news stories dating from 1997. 

 AMIG (Art Museum Image Gallery): over 130,000 high resolution fine art images dated BC 
to the present 

 ARTstor: over 300,000 high resolution images NOTE: you can print them but download only 
low resolution images  

 Grove Dictionary of Art: over 200,000 images.  NOTE:  Grove uses free images from the 
Internet; thus, they are not licensed and are of varying quality 

 Academic Search Premier:  images and video clips of current events and famous people.   
 

www.ocad.ca/library ► Research Help ► Images.    
 

Some of the more useful ones include: 
 Images Canada  (National Library of Canada) www.imagescanada.ca : events, people, and 

places from Canadian history.  
 Corbis: Stock Photography  www.corbis.com :  thousands photographs searchable by 

subject.  Offers both rights protected and royalty free images.  NOTE: Enlarged images have 
embedded watermark unless you are a registered user  for free access to thumbnail images  

 Google www.google.ca : searches the Internet for images.  Keyword search only, thus 
producing unpredictable results. Offers limits including by colour/grayscale/b&w and image 
size.  NOTE: sometimes it is difficult to find images of higher quality and almost all images 
are covered by copyright 
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What you should know before downloading images: 
In general, there is no licensing agreement that allows us at OCAD (or other academic 
institutions) to copy, scan, photograph or digitally reproduce images under the umbrella term 
"fair use," a concept that allows copying of materials for the purposes of "educational" or 
"recreational" purposes.  Given these circumstances, it might be safest to:   

1. contact the copyright holder and ask for permission to copy the image, thereby obtaining 
a “license”  to reproduce it OR 

2. create your own original images and, thus, as the copyright holder, you can avoid 
potential legal difficulties. OR 

3. use a licensed database: e.g. AMICO where permission to use the images for 
“educational &  recreational purposes” has been obtained OR 

4. use a pre authorized license site: e.g. Images Canada (http://www.imagescanada.ca) 
where some of the images can be used for “educational & recreational purposes” OR 

5. use a public domain database, website, or publication: e.g. Early Images of Canada: 
Illustrations from Rare  Books (http://www.nlc bnc.ca/earlyimages/index e.html) 

If you use an image from an above source, you must cite it appropriately (for more information, 
check the help guide on citing electronic sources on the Library homepage, under Research 
Help).  NOTE: downloaded images cannot be used for mass distribution, commercial purposes 
or personal gain 

Free Sites 

Finding Images 



 
Picture Files:  organized alphabetically by subject title (e.g.. Fish or rainbows)  

 NOTE: lost or stolen images cannot be replaced 
 A listing of subjects is available in a binder located on top of the filling cabinets.  
 Up to 30 pictures can be signed out with a valid library card 
 WHERE: The Picture File is located next to the Current Periodicals reading area. 

Large-format filing drawers contain folders of collected images from magazines 
and newspapers. 

 
Picture File Books:  Stock photography books are useful when seeking more general 
images of people, places, objects and events.  

 EXAMPLES:  Eaton’s Catalogues, Stock Illustration Source, Image Bank, FPG 
international, First Light. It is best to browse through these publications for the 
images that you want 

 WHERE:  A number of stock photography and illustration sourcebooks are 
available in the Library’s Circulating (green) section shelved under the 
classification PFB and can be signed out.   

  
www.ocad.ca/library ► Databases ► Art Full Text or 
Art Retrospective  

 
These databases allow 
you to search for 
reproductions of 
artworks in journals or 
magazine 
 

 select databases 
 
 enter search 

terms (e.g. artist 
or title of work)  

 
 Select “Art 

Reproduction” as 
a search limit for 
Document Type 

 
 The resulting records will provide 

citations for articles (incl. Title of 
journal, vol., year, etc.) that include a 
reproduction of the image  
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